Top of Form

Tongues: What It Is, What It Is Not
Some Important Greek Words to Understand:
· Receive:
· dechomai: receive subjectively
· lambano: receive objectively into manifestation
· Power:
· dunimis: inherent power (potential)
· exousia: exercised power
· energemata: kinetic power (active)
· Filled:
· pletho: filled to overflowing 
· pleroo: filled to capacity
The Gift:
2 Corinthians 9:15: Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. (KJV)
· Gift: "A voluntarily transfer of property or right without compensation" (Webster's Dictionary) 
· A gift is something given with no strings or conditions. If there are conditions, it's not a gift.
The Gift Promised:
John 14:16 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; (KJV)
John 14:26 
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV)
John 15:26 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: (KJV)
John 16:7 
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. (KJV)
Luke 24:49 
49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power (dunimis)from on high. (KJV)
Acts 1:4-8 
4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive (lambano)power,(dunimis) after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (KJV)
· Comforter
· Promise of the Father
· Power from on high
· Baptized with the holy ghost
All refer to the "gift" of holy spirit.
 

Who the Gift is for:
Acts 2:33 and 39 
33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received (lambano) of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. (KJV) (This includes you and me!)
The Gift Received:
There are five records of the gift being received. If studied carefully and rightly divided, these 5 accounts give us all we need to know to receive the gift into manifestation.
Acts 2:1-4 
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled (pleroo)all the house where they were sitting. 
3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
4 And they were all filled (pletho)with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (KJV)
Acts 8:14-17 (8:4-17)
14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received (dechomai) the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 
15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive (lambano)the Holy Ghost: 
16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 
17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received (lambano)the Holy Ghost. (KJV)
Acts 9:17 (9:1-20)
17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled (pletho)with the Holy Ghost. (KJV)
Acts 10:44-46 (10:1-11:18)
44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 
45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. (KJV)
Acts 19:1-7 
1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 
2 He said unto them, Have ye received (lambano)the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 
3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 
4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 
7 And all the men were about twelve. (KJV)

The Manifestations of the Gift:

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 
10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: (KJV)
This is the list of the nine manifestations of the one gift of holy spirit. 
· Utterance, speaking, worship:
· Tongues
· Interpretation of Tongues
· Prophecy
· Revelation, Information, knowing:
· Word of Knowledge
· Word of Wisdom
· Discerning of Spirits
· Impartation, Action, Power:
· Faith (Believing)
· Healing
· Miracles
The Manifestation of Speaking in Tongues:
Speaking in Tongues is not:
1 It is not an unusual ability to understand languages.
(For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.) 1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV)
2 It is not a learned ability to speak in a specific language at will.
3 It is not a sign of weakness, nervousness or unintelligence.
(But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost) Jude 20 (KJV)
(And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.) Acts 2:4 (KJV)
4 It is not gibberish or foolishness.
(Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.)1 Corinthians 13:1. (KJV)
Speaking in Tongues: What it is:
1 It is supernatural.
(But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.) 1 Corinthians 12:11 (KJV)
2 It is unknown to you but a known language to men or angels.
(For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.) 1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV)
(Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.) 1 Corinthians 13:1. (KJV)
Also see Acts 2:8-11
3 It is perfect prayer.
(Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.) Romans 8:26-27 (KJV)
4 It is the Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are joint heirs with Christ.
(The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ) Romans 8:16-17; 
5 It edifies you. (Builds you up)
(He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.) 1 Corinthians 14:4 (KJV)
(But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,) Jude 20 (KJV)
(That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;) Ephesians 3:16 (KJV)
(For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.) 2 Corinthians 4:16 (KJV)
6 It is you speaking divine secrets.
(For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.) 1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV)
7 It is a sign to unbelievers.
(Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.) 1 Corinthians 14:22 (KJV)
(And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;) Mark 16:17 (KJV)
8 When translated, it is a message from or for God to the believers present.
(Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret. 1 Corinthians 14:13 (KJV)
(If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret.) 1 Corinthians 14:27-28 (KJV)
(But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.) 1 Corinthians 14:28 (KJV)
9 The manifestation of speaking in tongues is for all born again believers.
I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.) 1 Corinthians 14:5 (KJV)
The "How" of the Manifestations:
Acts 2:4 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (KJV)
They spoke. God gave them utterance.
They opened their mouth, moved their tongue, throat, lips.
God supplied what they said but they said it.
It's still the same today.
We speak, God gives the utterance. 
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