The Church
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A few of our modern definitions of Church:
church: noun 
1.     A building for public, especially Christian worship. 
2.     A legal term that is used to qualify religious non-profit incorporation and 501c(3) status.
3.     A specified Christian denomination: the Presbyterian Church
4.     Public religious service: goes to church at Christmas and Easter. 
5.     Political ecclesiastical power as distinguished from the secular: the separation of church and state.
We call (usually empty) buildings churches but they are just buildings.  Some call these building God's house but God said that He does not dwell in structures built by human hands. Is it wrong to have a building?  No, of course not.  God will work anywhere, even in a church building.  
Church is a legal term used to qualify an organization for non-profit incorporation 501c(3) status.  The wiccans, humanists, atheists and many other organization also use the word church to qualify for legal non-profit status.  
We refer to organizations as the church. The Presbyterian Church, The Vineyard Church, The Baptist Church and so on.  These are organizations created to promote their particular theology in contrast to other organizational theologies.  We have long-standing political and social traditions to support these types of groups but there is no biblical New Testament precedent.  Most organizations construct a restrictive definition based on their theology of what constitutes a local church.  Conditions, such as observation of the sacraments, the presence of established clergy, a particular form of government, are given before a group can be called a church within the organization.  
Most religious organizations are modeled after the Jewish priesthood.  We only have one head of the church, our great high priest Christ Jesus.   All the rest of us are brethren albeit priests and warriors for God.  Hierarchies within an organization should not be seen as "positions" within the biblical church.  They are indeed only managers of an organization much like a  manager at the phone company or a local car lot. These managers have all the legal rights and privileges afforded by the Government that bestowed the non-profit status.  Is it wrong to join one of these organizations.  No, not if you understand that it is an organization and not the church.  
We also refer to meetings as church.  It is trendy to talk about "doing church" or "going to church"  when describing the activity of a meeting.  But a meeting is not the church.  Is it wrong to have meetings? Oh my no!  We should meet and agree together in prayer, worship and the Word and serve one another.  We have a meeting any time two of us say hello to each other.   
So what is the biblical church?  The church is what we were born into when we received charisma, the gift of Holy Spirit from whom flows charismata, i.e. effects of charisma.  We can not join or unjoin this church.  Before we were physically born God prepared the way for us to be Spiritually birthed into His family the church.  This church has only one leader or head: Jesus Christ.  But this is hardly the concept that comes to mind when we use the word "church."
The Etymology of the word "church": Middle English "chirche", from Old English "cirice", ultimately from Late Greek "kyriakon", from Greek, neuter of "kyriakos": of the lord, from kyrios lord, master.  According to Webster's dictionary etymology of the English word "church", it originated from a Greek word meaning "of the Lord". 
However, the Greek word ekklesia, which is translated church, is a combination of the Greek word kaleo (which means to call) and ek, a preposition meaning out of.  Therefore, ekklesia is properly translated as "called out ones".
 
So, while the common contemporary understanding of the word "church" is focused on an organization, a gathering or a building, the actual meaning of the word is on our status as followers of Christ.
The Church (or called out ones) derives its definition from the calling and baptizing ministries of the Holy Spirit. The key verse on this is 1 Cor. l2:l3,"by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.  This baptism is the new birth and anyone who has experienced this baptism is automatically a member of the body of Christ.   
So in reality it is proper to ask who is the church.  You are. I am.  If you and I are born of the Spirit then we are a part of the called out ones.  The believers that are described in Acts chapter four were not part of some organization.   They were doing their best to avoid the murderous advances of the religious organizations of their day.  Jesus said come unto me and I will give you rest.  Are you feeling rested?  The "chapter four boys and girls" were no doubt exhausted and stressed, but not from being part of the church.  The pressure came from the religious establishment.   
As the called out ones, we do not need to have buildings or legal status to be the church.  We are the church, the real called out church.  When you are sleeping you are the church, when you are working you are the church.  Being the church is not work, it is resting in God's grace while you live the life you have been given.  As you live your life resting in God's grace, His rivers of living waters flow from you and to you from your fellow called out ones.  
Wouldn't is be better to just be the church where ever we go and watch the signs and wonders following instead of working so hard at "doing church?" 
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