Rightly Dividing the Word

The Bible is the Word of Truth, but if it is wrongly divided it is not the truth. We have Word of Truth only to the extent that we rightly divide.

2 Timothy 2:15 

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

The Word of Truth:

· Study: spoudaso 4704 to make effort with speed 

· Workman: ergates 2040 a toiler 

· Rightly Dividing: orthotomounta - Right or Straight Cutting 

· ortho - right or straight + tomounta - cutting 

We must be willing to unlearn: Religious traditions, philosophies, and man's opinions

We must be willing to learn: How to rightly divide the Word of Truth

Divisions of the Word: 

Man's Divisions and God's Divisions

Two Testaments: Old Testament, originals in Hebrew

New Testament, originals in Greek 

Only in the modern versions are the two bound together in one book. The originals were individual scrolls of papyri or leather and called the "writings" or "scripts" hence our "scripture."

Old Testament: The order and groupings are man's doing not God's. 

The modern theological grouping of the Old Testament is: 

· 1) The Law 

· 2) Historical Books 

· 3) Poetic Books 

· 4) The Prophets 

Jesus' grouping was: (Luke 24:44)

· 1) The Law 

· 2) The Prophets 

· 3) The Psalms 

Jesus rightly divided the books according to the old Hebrew grouping. The grouping we now have is man's, not God's. 

New Testament: Has always been grouped:

· 1) The Gospels 

· 2) The Acts 

· 3) The Pauline Epistles 

· 4) The General Epistles 

· 5) The Apocalypse 

Grouped by man according to type and purpose, not chronological order.

· The Gospels: Historical accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 

· The Acts: Historical account of the transition period between the Christ Administration and the present Grace Administration. Provides a time line of the birth and history of the early church. 

· The Pauline Epistles: Letters to churches and individuals that are addressed to and directly relate to the church of this present administration. 

· The General Epistle: Letters written to believers of the early acts period. The "mystery" was not yet revealed. 

· The Apocalypse: Vision of the future. 

Chapters, Verses and Punctuation:

Hebrew:

· Marks to show the end of each verse. 

· First five books divided into 54 sections for reading the law through in a year. 

Greek:

· No division of chapters: Added by Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury prior to 1227. 

· No division of verses: Added by Hugo in 1248, modified byRobert Stephens in 1551. 

· No punctuation: Added by every editor and transator as they saw fit. 

· Running Hand - thewordswerenotseparatedandthetext WASALLCAPITALorallsmallletters. 

· Chapter Headings: Added by the editors and publishers. (Isaiah 29, 30 and 1:1) 

All divisions of the text, chapters, verses and punctuation is man made, not God made. They are good for reference, but not understanding or rightly dividing the word.

To Whom Written:

It is a common belief that every part of the Bible is to be interpreted directly as referring to the church of God, or as pertaining to every person, at every stage of world history.

While the word is written for all persons, and for all times, every part is not addressed to all persons or about all persons in all times.

All parts of the Bible are for our learning, but each part of the Bible is addressed to one of three groups of people:

· The Jews 

· The Gentiles 

· The Church of God 

1 Corinthians 10:32 

32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: (KJV)

Romans 15:4 

4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. (KJV)

We must determine to whom each section of the Bible is addressed.

Time Periods:

The Bible presents seven distinct divisions of time or Administrations:

· Paradise: Started when God created Adam. (Gen 2:7) Ended when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden. (Gen 3:23,24) 

· Patriarchal: Started with Adam as the first patriarch.Ended with Moses and the law. (Ex 19:5-25) 

· Law: Started with the giving of the law (ten commandments) to Moses. (Ex 20:1-17) Ended with the proclamation of the kingdom by John the Baptist. (Luke 16:16) 

· Christ: Started with the preaching of John the Baptist.Ended the day of Pentecost with the giving of holy spirit. (Acts 1:7-2:4) 

· Grace: Started with the giving of holy spirit on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 2:4) Will end when Christ returns. (I Thes 4:16) 

· Appearing: Will start with the return of Christ. (I Thes 4:16) and includes the events prophesied in the book of Revelation. Will end at the time foretold in Revelation 20:15. 

· Paradise: Will start at the time prophesied in Revelation 21:1. Will not end. 

The words must be correct.

Italics: In the King James Version, a word in italics signifies that the translators have inserted the italicized word and it is not in the original.

Changed Meanings:

· Isaiah 1:13 "away with" = tolerate 

· James 5:1 "Go to" = come now 

· Luke 17:9 "trow" = imagine 

· Luke 21:9 "by and by" = immediately 

· I Thes 4:15 "prevent" = precede 

· Rom 16:18-19 "Simple" = without gile 

· II Tim 3:6 "silly" =harmless 

Faulty Translations:

In Hebrew there is no "to be" verb. In Gen 1:2, the second "was" is in italics because there is no Hebrew word for "was." The first "was" is not in italics. The Hebrew word is "haw yaw" which means "became." The use of "was" changes the meaning of the verse.

Genesis 1:1-4:26 

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

Between Gen 1:1 and 1:2 the creation became void and without form. 

 

Customs - Figures of Speech - Orientalisms

Keys:

· 1. The Bible was written in Eastern culture and must be understood in light of this fact. 

· 2. Customs are apparent in the bible and need to be recognized as such when studying the Word. Ex. Luke 10:34-Use of oil and wine for wound cleansing. Luke 28:13-Smiting the breast as an expression of grief. 

· 3. Figures of Speech are used extensively in the Bible and are placed there by God for emphasis. There are over 200 major figures of speech with hundreds of sub-divisions. Ex: Hyperbole or exaggeration so called because the expression enlarges or diminishes the statement made. Deut 1:28-to express the great height of the cities, John12:19- 

· The Lord's enemies expressed indignation at the vast multitudes which followed him. 

· 4. Orientalisms include traditions, thoughts, phrases and parables essential to understanding biblical writings.The so-called contradictions in the Bible will be solved once the Orientalisms are understood. Ex: Matt17:24-27 How Peter got money from a fish's mouth to pay tribute money. 

· 5. Christianity was founded on the teachings of Jesus Christ however, he was an Oriental and spoke and thought as an Oriental. The Bible is the Word of God but was written in the Orient, by Orientals, to Orientals of the time. Many figures of speech in the Bible are incorrectly understood or misunderstood totally by the majority of the Western mind. 

Keys to Understanding The Bible:

Ask yourself the following questions each time you read a portion of the Bible. If these questions are answered properly, you very likely have the rightly divided word of truth.

· 1. To whom is it written? 

· 2. What Administration is it addressed to? 

· 3. Do I understand the individual words? 

· 4. Does my understanding fit with the context of the verse? 

· 5. Is there an orientalism or figure of speech involved? 

· 6. Unclear verses must be understood in light of clear verses. 

· (God does not contradict Himself) 
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