Relevant

By Neil Tolman

When God called us, redeemed us and birthed us He made us a part of the "Body of Christ."  The "Body of Christ is a counter culture that is in direct opposition to the culture we live in.  The worldly system is part of the kingdom of Satan.  Although we physically live surrounded by society we no longer belong to it and we should not allow it to dictate our choices.   

When Jesus said we are the lights of the world you could visualize many points of light in a dark and murky place.   The Christ in us illuminates and shines out to touch others.  It is that light that draws some and solicits hate in others.  Jesus said we should not be surprised when the world hates us because it first hated Him.  From the view of the worldly mind, we are irrelevant and absurd.

When we try to be relevant, fit in, or be similar to society, we are actually dimming our light.  Jesus said something about hiding it under a bushel ….   We are different.  We are God's children of light.  God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  When we try to appear less than all light we project darkness.  All we have to offer the lost and despairing people around us is the light of Jesus Christ.  Dimming your light only causes confusion.  

Some synonymous words to relevant* are: "concerning, having to do with, in regard to, germane to, akin, allied, connected, fitting, related to, or kindred to."  The Body of Christ is not germane to, akin to or connected to the kingdom of Satan.   We are not supposed to "fit in."   The more relevant we become to the world around us, the less our light shines.   *(Roget's New Millennium™ Thesaurus, First Edition (v 1.3.1.)
This little light of mine,

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine …..

I'm gonna let it shine 'till Jesus comes,

I'm gonna let it shine

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine …..

Yes, let it shine.   Neil
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