Most of us have read or recited the "Lord's Prayer."  When was the last time you read it?  Were you rolled over with excitement because of the revolutionary concepts that Jesus was teaching about the kingdom?  Or is it something that we mumbled through as kids in church but paid little attention to?

Do you think Jesus would teach His disciples a prayer that was humdrum and of no consequence?  Perhaps we have missed the point.  The 'Lord's prayer" contains the central radical teaching about the “kingdom of heaven” revolution He was bringing into being.  The prayer is right in the midst of Jesus teaching about the kingdom in Matthew chapters five through seven.   

“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  We are God's kingdom on earth now.  We are God's kingdom people.  We have Christ the King of Kings in us.  His desire is that now His will should be done on earth as it is in heaven.    The implications are quite radical.   

The prayer starts with “Our Father,” not “my Father.”   In fact, the words “my” or “mine” are not used in the prayer at all.  It is a radically communal prayer.  Jesus teaches us to pray to "our Father," coming to God as a family, a household, a body in koinonia.   

What's more, we are to be a family praying for “our daily bread.”  Not my daily bread but our daily bread.  Not me, but us. We are to be a sharing people.  Even the basic needs like bread are shared.  And if we share our basic subsistence, it surely follows that we should share everything else.  God provides, we share a life of  commitment to one another, with love, forgiveness, grace, fearless truth.  The implications are a life of radical sharing … um ..  who will call anything “mine” in heaven?

The disciples who first learned this prayer prayed it and then lived it:  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship (koinonia - sharing), to the breaking of bread and to prayer... All the believers were together and had everything in common.” (Acts 2:42, 44)

Try reading the prayer again. Then begin to pray it.  But pray it as you begin your journey to live it and see heaven's lifestyle now, here on earth. Be careful, it's radical and dangerous.  Go ahead, I double dog dare you.     Neil

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.   KJV  Matthew 6: 9b-13

