Hijacked!

Hijacking is the modern term for "piracy."   

The church has been hijacked.  All the definitions apply.  

hijack: US Military Dictionary 

1. To illegally seize (an aircraft, ship, or vehicle) in transit and force it to go to a different destination or use it for one's own purposes;

2. To steal (goods) by seizing them in transit;

3. To take over (something) and use it for a different purpose;

4. Seizing control of an established communication by inserting fraudulent traffic into the data stream.

In the early church there was a sharing among the believers so that none had lack.  Needs were met.  Unbelievers marveled at the love shared among the believers.  All were of equal value. The poor were just as welcome as anyone else.  They lived together, worked together and ate together.  They were part  of a new family sharing the love of God in Christ.  They were newly liberated and adopted sons and daughters of God.  Their meetings were spontaneously interactive and everyone participated and fellowshipped.

The rank and file in the modern church are expected to tithe (a religious tax) to support a few elite leaders.  People with needs are referred to government agencies or ignored until they go away.  Unbelievers marvel at the petty quarrels that Christians have with one another. (There are over 22,000 different "Christian" denominations.) Upper income members are catered to because there tithes will support the building fund.  The meetings are largely spectator oriented with the elite performing the spellbinding ritual. Participation is limited to those who are loyal to the human leadership and denominational flavor.   

Does the real church still exist?  The real church is alive and well.  The real church has nothing to do with corporations, organization charts and personal power.    Largely empty, steeple studded buildings are prideful symbols of the self promoting pirates that hijacked the church.   Like the building of the pyramids, vast resources have been siphoned into hollow edifices at the expense of the compliant followers.  

The real church is a living organism called the body of Christ.  The real church member has Christ in them.  Denominations, organizations and personal promotion fall way as Jesus the holy anointed Son of God is promoted.  No building is needed because the church is wherever there are believers.  We are the church.  We don't need to "do" church because we are the church.  Our meetings are to encourage, build up and comfort one another.  Jesus the Christ is the one and only head of the

real church.  There are no middle men, captains, managers, charlatans, soothsayers or wizards needed because each and every church member has an unbreakable oneness with Christ Jesus the head of the church.  

Ekklesia, the Greek word translated church means "called out."   We have been called out of the world system and birthed into God's family.   Although we still live in the midst of the people of the cosmos, we are separate, chosen and empowered to love one another.  We have been given the Word of God as a text book and the Holy Spirit as our teacher.  When we rightly divided the Word of truth and listen to the Head of the body, the work and purpose of the church is accomplished.   

Are you cruising on a hijacked ship?  

