Mark 9 &10   "Getting it"

In Mark 9:30 you will find Jesus spending some private time with just the disciples, without the thronging crowds.   He was preparing his followers for the coming betrayal and death and resurrection.

30 And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; 

and he would not that any man should know it.  

31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, 

The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, 

and they shall kill him; 

and after that he is killed, 

he shall rise the third day. 

32 But they understood not that saying, 

and were afraid to ask him. 

Here is a group of Hebrews that are steeped in the prophecies of the coming Messiah ascending to David's thrown, taking up the king's sword and avenging his people.   The disciples saw the great crowds of people following after Jesus as the gathering army of the avenging Messiah. They saw great opportunity for personal power and gain.   They were arguing among themselves as to which positions of political  power they would fill in his kingdom. 

33 And he came to Capernaum: 

and being in the house he asked them, 

What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 

34 But they held their peace: 

for by the way they had disputed among themselves, 

who should be the greatest. 

Even in the presence of Jesus, personal agendas and pride prevailed. As long as we put our pride and agenda ahead of Christ we will miss the truth and peace that sets us free.  

 35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, 

If any man desire to be first, 

the same shall be last of all, 

and servant of all.

Jesus stated these concepts plainly with no hidden meanings.  But they just did not "get it."  James and John soon made another attempt at a "power grab."  Look at Mark Chapter 10: 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 

come unto him, saying, 

Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us 

whatsoever we shall desire. 

36 And he said unto them, 

What would ye that I should do for you? 

37 They said unto him, 

Grant unto us that we may sit, 

one on thy right hand, 

and the other on thy left hand, 

in thy glory. 

38 But Jesus said unto them, 

Ye know not what ye ask: 

can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? 

and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 

39 And they said unto him, We can. 

And Jesus said unto them, 

Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; 

and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; 

but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 

41 And when the ten heard it, 

they began to be much displeased with James and John. 

42 But Jesus called them to him, 

and saith unto them, 

Ye know that they which are accounted to rule 

over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 

and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you: 

but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: (servant)

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 

shall be servant of all. 

 45For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 

but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

In spite of what he said, they were convinced that Jesus would reestablish the kingdom of David and expel the roman oppressors.  Even after witnessing the betrayal, torture, crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection as he foretold, they still didn't understand.  Just moments before the risen Jesus ascended into heaven they again asked: 

Acts 1

6  Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

The modern established denominational "churches" have inherited and perpetuated the personal power and hierarchy that the disciples wanted and set-up in spite of what Jesus taught.  In spite of the pride and power hunger, God is still calling us to discover "Christ in you" and receive the hope of glory.  There is peace in no other.
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