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The great truth that the modern church has been fooled into ignoring is that believing equals receiving. God has promised great and wonderful victory for our lives. The Bible promises us great power, yet we live in frustration, sickness and lack. We have been taught to beg God for crumbs when God has already provided us with more than we could ever hope or imagine. It is no wonder that most modern Christians are lethargic and apathetic. 
Lets say for example, just before your rich uncle died he told you that there was a large amount of money locked in a safety deposit box at a certain bank and that it was for you. He gave you a small envelope with the key to the box in it. 
You took the envelope home and put it in your bookcase and haven’t touched it since. You have told all your friends and family about your large amount of money. Yet here you are still living in a ratty apartment, wearing old worn out clothes and complaining continually about not having enough. Do you wonder why your friends and family don’t believe a word of what you tell them. Don’t you think it’s time to pick up that key and receive what’s been given to you?
To Receive From God We Must Know:
First, what has God made available? Let’s change our story. Suppose, your rich uncle gave you the key but didn’t tell you what it was for. You took it home and put it on display because it was your uncle’s. Little do you know that the key holds great wealth and promise for you. If you knew the great potential contained in the key, would you not act on it and receive the wealth. 
So, we need to know the promises of God. (What He has made available.) I am told that the Bible contains over one hundred direct promises to believers of our time. I’m still searching after 20 years of study. A few of the more obvious promises that God has made to us are: 
In the tiny little book of Third John we find that it is God’s intent that we be in health and prosper. (III Jn 2) In II Corinthians 9: We find that God has made us sufficient in all things, all the time. In Romans 8:37 God tells us that He has given us what it takes to be more than conquerors in all situations. The first three chapters of Ephesians are ripe with promises. One of which is that God has put a power in us that can do far more than we can ask or think. This is only small portion of God’s promises to us, yet how different our life would be if we could only receive these.
Are you in perfect heath? Are you prospering beyond what you can imagine? Do you feel sufficient in all situations? Have you walked away from every challenge the victor? If the answers to these questions are not yes, then you need to find out what you don’t know.
Second, know that God's performance equals His promise. In other words, If He promised it He doesn’t withhold it. For most of us this is a large hurdle to jump over. Almost every religious system in one way or another infers that God and the devil are cohorts. This is an out right lie. God does not bring trouble upon you for any reason. If you are born again He is bound by His covenant through Jesus Christ to bless you and protect you. Numbers 23:19 states that "God is not a man that he should lie." If He said it He meant it. The gifts and calling of God are without change. (Rom 11:29) We must take God at His word, with out doubt. 
Third, Believe you receive. Believe and act as though you have what you have ask for. I don’t know how it works. In the human mind it seems crazy, but "things which are impossible with men are possible with God. (Luke 18:27) 
The "believe you receive" concept has been criticized by established religious groups as being a part of the "name it claim it" movement. However these simple words and this profound concept came originally out of the mouth of Jesus. Note what Mark 11:22-24 says: 
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. 
23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 
24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. (KJV)
So, when we believe to the point of no doubt, speak it or act it and believe that we receive, we will have what we ask for. Actually, this works both positively and negatively. Most of our trouble and misery is brought upon ourselves by speaking and acting negatively and believing we receive. 
A clear example is given in Mark 3:1-5:
1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand. 
2 And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him. 
3 And he saith unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand forth. 
4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held their peace. 
5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other. (KJV)
Notice the sequence of events in these verses. First there was a man who had a need. He had a withered hand. The hand did not function properly and did not have normal strength. Second notice that Jesus made the promise available by telling the man to "stand forth." He told the man to stretch out his hand. Now the man with the withered hand had a dilemma. He could look at his hand and say; "My hand is withered, I can’t stretch it out. But instead he believed he received and acted on his belief. His hand was restored whole just like his other hand. In another situation Jesus explained it as: "Your faith (belief) has made you whole.)
Believing is being convinced to the point of no doubt. 
· pistis   Strong's #4102, noun, "persuasion or belief"
· pisteuo Strong's #4100, verb, "the act of pistis" 
· (Both are forms of the Greek word "peitho")
· peitho Strong's #3982, verb, "to convince" 
What you believe, you receive. Hebrews 11:1 defines faith. (belief) "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."
· Faith: #4102 - belief
· Hope: #1679 - to expect with confidence
· Substance: #5287 - foundation or support
· Evidence: #1650 - proof 
Hebrews 11:1 in modern English would read: "Being convinced to the point of no doubt is the foundation of things expected with confidence, the proof of things not seen"
· Believing Equals Receiving
· Or
· What You Are Convinced Of You Will Receive
 

God's Promises -vs- Satan's Lies
Right Believing    -vs-   Wrong Believing
Faith is Believing -vs-   Fear is Believing
Positive Results   -vs-   Negative Results
Victory -vs- Defeat
Fear and faith are both believing. You choose what you believe and what you receive. 
