Little Words Make a Big Difference

By Neil Tolman

Until and Till Merriam Webster's:  up to:  A preposition used as a funtion word to indicate continuance of an action or condition up to a specified time or place.  

Luke 16:16 seems clear enough yet many do misunderstand it and even argue over it. What is this verse really saying? 

Jesus said:  "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it".   (Luke 16:16, KJV)      This verse seems clear enough but the church still argues about when the Old Testament covenant of law was completed and the New Testament covenant of faith and grace began.  The little word "until" is the key to understanding this verse.  

John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament Nabi. (Prophets)  He was the forrunner, anouncing the new anionting, the new covenant sealed in the blood of Jesus the Anointed one.  It is His anointing that  

Philippians 1:6
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

Galatians 3:19
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.

What the OT is for: (for our learning as it sets the stage and describes the Anointed Seed that was to come to complete the old covenant.

Acts 28:23
And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.

So much for him rulling over them .. They appointed the day that he could teach them.  It was their choice.
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