Judged!

By Neil Tolman

In Romans, Paul writes about the righteous judgment of God: "Who will render to every man according to his deeds."   Contrast that with Paul's letter to the Ephesians  that declares: "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Of course this is thought by some to be a contradiction.  Still others take up either the grace banner or the works banner and march around condemning all who disagree.  Christendom has been fighting over this question for over 2 centuries while the devil laughs.   Of course this argument misses the whole point of the gospel.  But isn't the goal of the trickster to misdirect us and get us to focus on anything but the real gospel? 

The real gospel is "Christ in you the hope of glory."   If you have been born of God's seed and a part of the family of God, the old man has died.   The works of the old fleshly man (religion) are futile and can not please God.   The new man has already been judged and declared righteous.  (It's a done deal)  The new man, Christ in you, the eternal you is entirely holy and can not sin.  The  new man is endued with the power and authority of Christ.   Religious methods, formulas and other distractions only lead us forget who we really are in Christ.  
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