Barriers
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A new convert to Christianity should worry the devil. Unfortunately when a new Christian takes the leap of faith onto the spiritual battlefield the devil need do little: Most new Christian soldiers fall quickly to" friendly fire" and retreat into the bunker of doubt and confusion.  
From the very beginning we set up barriers that keep people in their places.  Even the simplest of church organizations creat levels of performance required for entry to the  next level.  In the family of God there is only one level of participation.  Jesus identified Himself as the head of the church and all the rest of us as brethren.  There are neither super Christians nor not-so-super Christians.   We are all one in Christ.  We are to love one another as He loves us.  It just doesn't get much simpler than that.  The great challenge is to love God enough to allow Him to remove the barriers that we have erected.  
Instead of teaching new believers God's Bible promises of love and freedom we immediately teach our theology and organizational strategy.  Soul numbing theology soon replaces the energizing intimate relationship with The Holy Spirit within.  No wonder the church is slumbering.   
 Hello???
Matt 23:8-9
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.  
I Cor 3
18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise.
19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.
20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.
21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are your's;
I Cor 2
4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
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